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Kia ora Koutou 

Level 3: Prepare and keep calm  

Many of you will have seen the latest Ministry of Education Panui which outlines the key aspects for 

the next steps once New Zealand is able to move to Alert Level 3. 

The NZHBCCEA has been working closely with the Ministry of Education providing our feedback as 

part of the HBECE consultation process. There is still a lot of work to be done and the details are yet 

to be sent out. 

The Alert Level 3 rules are led by Public Health, and the Ministry of Education will then be setting 

guidelines for the early learning sector. 

Remember to only refer to information from official Government sources. Please remember not to 

believe everything you read on social media. 

Key information so far: 

Funding: 

The Ministry of Education has reiterated the information they provided in the 30th March Panui that: 

Normal Ministry of Education operational funding will continue to be paid to early learning services 

as usual. Your operational funding will not be reduced at this time.  

They will however be looking at how to address funding claims moving forward. 

The overriding principle for Alert Level 3 is to stay at home other than for essential or safe personal 

movement and for going to work and early learning/school. For education, some key public health 

measures announced for Alert Level 3 are:  

 

• Parents and caregivers keep their children at home and maintain distance learning where 

that is possible but can  send children to early learning if they need to. 

• Early learning services will be open but with a restricted roll to meet public health measures. 

• Home based early learning activities can resume with multiple families’ children looked after 

in one location including the educators’ own children – provided the public health measures 

also observed. 

It is important to know regarding infection rates for young children: 

Our experience in New Zealand and overseas with COVID-19 over the last three months shows that it 

does not infect or affect children and teens in the same way it does adults.  

So children and teens have low infection rates, they don't become that unwell if they do get infected, 
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and they don't tend to pass the virus on to adults.  

 

 

Questions and considerations: 

We know you will have a lot of questions. The MOE Panui provides some key information. As more 

information comes to light, we will continue to share it with you. Some key information includes:  

• No requirement for PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) for staff 

• Early learning service providers must complete a Contact Register; the Ministry will provide a 

format in due course 

• Two processes need to be developed:  

o How to select children to attend 

o How to respond to parents that you cannot accept 

• ECE kaiako and others working in ECE are now regarded as “safe workers”. 

• Parents will be advised that they must choose one ECE service and stick with it; dual 

enrolments will not be permitted under Alert Level 3 

• The MOE are looking at safe practices around Visiting Teacher visits which may include 

virtual online visits. The details of this are yet to be released. 

• Other key considerations at which alert level playgroups and other group experiences can be 

introduced. 

What you can be doing now is to start the conversations with your educators/kaiako and 

families around moving to Alert Level 3. It is important to keep a steady and calm approach as 

Level 3 will be about continuing doing what we are already doing now but providing some early 

learning provision. 

As more information comes to hand, we will be sharing it on our website 

and our Facebook page. 
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